ExHiBIT 2.2 Sociological Perspectives at a Glance

Structural-functionalist
perspective

Conflict perspective

Symbolic interactionist
perspective

Manifest and latent functions
Dysfunctions

Social stability
Power

Inequality
Conflict

Dominance

Symbolic communication
Social interaction

Subjective meaning

Social institutions are structured
to maintain stability and order in
society

The various institutions in society
promote inequality and conflict
among groups of people

Society is structured and
maintained through everyday
interactions and people’s subjective
definitions of their worlds



